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Non-Essential Businesses Closed Until May 4
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Norfolk District Attorney 
Michael W. Morrissey has 
been actively working to de-
crease the number of people 
being taken into custody and 
releasing medically frag-
ile defendants in response 
to the threat of COVID-19 
transmission in penal insti-
tutions.

“The first thing I did was 
reach out to my 27 police 
chiefs to ask that, wherever 
possible, they avoid arrest-
ing on new charges and in-
stead summons defendants 
to court at a future date 
when the threat of transmis-
sion has abated,” Morrissey 
said. “The result has been a 
marked decrease in the mat-
ters being brought in for 
arraignment, and I am very 
thankful to the chiefs for 
their cooperation.”

Morrissey has also been 
asking defense attorneys 
with clients who are being 
held on bail for non-violent 
crimes to bring those cases 
forward for review – par-
ticularly if the defendant 
has an underlying medical 

The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration Tuesday an-
nounced several updates 
related to the COVID-19 
outbreak including extend-
ing the non-essential busi-
ness emergency order and 
guidance for Executive 
Branch employees until 
May 4. 

The Department of Pub-
lic Health’s Stay-At-Home 
Advisory remains in effect. 
The Administration also up-
dated the “COVID-19 Es-
sential Services” categories 
for businesses and other 
organizations that provide 
essential services and work-
forces related to COVID-19 
that are permitted to operate 
brick and mortar facilities 
during the emergency.

Essential Services Or-
der: Governor Charlie 
Baker’s emergency order 
requiring that all businesses 
and organizations that do 
not provide “COVID-19 Es-
sential Services” close their 
physical workplaces and fa-
cilities to workers, custom-
ers and the public will be 

7 Deaths, 105 Cases Here DA Morrissey
Responds To

COVID-19 Threat
issue or age-related risk fac-
tor. “We have been able to 
agree to more than 70% of 
the cases brought forward,” 
Morrissey said. “We have 
seen stalking matters and 
cases where there would be 
an unacceptable threat to a 
victim, and those we have 
asked the court to consider 
more closely.”

Morrissey said he has 
been disappointed in the 
slow pace of cases being 
brought forward. 

“We have the judges and 
assistant district attorneys 
in place in our courthouses 
to be handling at least two 
or three times as many pe-
titions as we are seeing per 
day,” Morrissey said. “To 
that end, we have estab-
lished a hotline number and 
email address and sent it 
out to all of the relevant bar 
associations asking them 
to bring these matters for-
ward.”

The high degree of com-
municability of COVID-19’ 
plus the necessarily close 

• Adding health care pro-
viders like chiropractors and 
optometrists

• Expanding the types of 
workers providing disinfec-
tant and sanitation services

Hotel/Motel Guidance: 
As part of the updated es-
sential business list, DPH 
issued new guidance today 
around hotels, motels, inns, 
beds and breakfasts and 
other short-term residential 
rentals. Based on this new 
guidance, hotels, motels, 
and short-term rentals may 
only be used for efforts re-
lated to fighting COVID-19, 
like front line health workers 
or individuals, or for Massa-
chusetts residents who have 
been otherwise displaced 
from their residences.

Stay at Home Advi-
sory: Last week, Governor 
Charlie Baker directed DPH 
to issue a stay-at-home ad-
visory, and the Governor 
announced today that the 
advisory will remain in ef-
fect. Residents are advised 
to stay home and avoid un-
necessary travel and other 
unnecessary person to per-

PIPEFITTERS LOCAL 537 recently made donations of extra gloves, goggles, and face shields 
to Manet Community Health Center for frontline workers fighting COVID-19. Here Local 537 
Business Manager Tom Kerr drops off the donations.                    Photo Courtesy Joshua Wolfsun

extended until May 4. Busi-
nesses and organizations 
not on the list of essential 
services are encouraged to 
continue operations through 
remote means that do not 
require workers, customers, 
or the public to enter or ap-
pear at the brick-and-mortar 
premises closed by the or-
der. This order also prohib-
its gatherings of more than 
10 people until May 4th.

The Administration up-
dated the “COVID-19 Es-
sential Services” list Tues-
day, which is based on 
federal guidance that was 
updated earlier this week. 
The new list went into ef-
fect Wednesday (April 1), at 
noon.  While these business-
es are designated as essen-
tial, they are urged to follow 
social distancing protocols 
for workers in accordance 
with guidance from the De-
partment of Public Health 
(DPH).

Some of the updates to 
the essential services list in-
clude:

• Clarity around the sup-
ply chain that supports other 
essential services

By ROBERT BOSWORTH
Seven residents have 

passed away from complica-
tions due to the COVID-19 
virus and the number of 
presumptive and confirmed 
cases surpassed the 100 

mark on Tuesday with 105 
presumptive and confirmed. 

The city also reported 
Tuesday that 28 residents 
with symptoms of COV-
ID-19 have recovered from 
the virus.

Statewide, there have 
been 89 deaths attributed to 
COVID-19 and 6,620 cases 
as of Tuesday. The death toll 
from the virus increased by 
33 in one day according to 
the state. 

Counties with the highest 
number of reported coro-
navirus cases are Suffolk 
which includes the City of 
Boston with 1,373, Middle-
sex (1,340) and Norfolk 
(738).
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Due Date For 4th Quarter Property Taxes Extended To June 1


